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new building for an institution with a 156–year history
collections include more than 20 million specimens

“explore, explain, and protect the natural world” 

fundamentally real-world experiences







FRAGILE PLANET



Fragile Planet Goals

• the environmental design and function of the 
new Academy building

• the structure of Earth’s biosphere
• the nature of planets in our Solar System and • the nature of planets in our Solar System and 

other planetary systems
• the relative scale of and distances separating 

planets, stars, and galaxies
• the range of physical variables that affect 

planetary habitability
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